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Rapid progress now - instead of megalomaniac projects in a few decades . ‘ RN
. More about clever investments in European transport 15t edition in English (Nov. 2015)
How to wisely spend scarce EU funds

infrastructure on www.missing-rail-links.eu
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Even though the Iron Curtain came down more than two decades ago, the European railway net- We Greens have chosen a different approach: instead of megalomaniac showing off, we would like to in- éé Michael Cramer,
work remains a patchwork rug full of gaps at the national borders! War and post-war periods left vest in several specific small-scale cross-border railway projects. According to the slogan ,small but gé.& Member of the European Parliament
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tisation. Extremely expensive major projects, like the Brenner Base Tunnel, the Fehmarn Belt Fixed nections between people, are much cheaper, and will also help to unburden the environment. Quite often, 2 g% g Brussels Office: European Parliament, ASP 4 F 159
Link, or the tunnel Lyon-Turin, have already consumed and will continue to consume almost all the only a few kilometres of rail infrastructure or the functional cross-border harmonization of the services are ﬁ % 28 Rue Wiertz 60, B-1047 Brussels, Telephone: 0032 2 28 45779 d ’
available funds for decades. Moreover, they are mainly beneficial to the construction industry and missing and people could use the railway instead of the car. On this map, we present the 15 most promis- g§§§ Berlin Office: Unter den Linden 50, D-11011 Berlin, " The Greens | Furopean Free Alliance
banking sector and not to the environmentally friendly railways. ing trans-border areas for achieving a better connected European future. g3 5& Telephone: 0049 30 227 78411 : BRI

AT



MIND THE GAP!

15 railway projects for a better connected Europe

We have the choice:
major projects or real gap closures?

A few multi-billion Euro projects or real tangible progress for a better connection of Europe?
The European Union has the choice. By now, the European transport policies are mainly fo-
cussing on major projects for roads, railways and airports. It will take decades and billions of
Euros of the public budgets to finish these XXL-projects. These buried funds are missing for
the presented gap closures.

Even modest estimates come to the following conclusion: instead of co-financing one single
major project, we could close all the gaps and it would only cost a fraction of the funds pro-
vided for the large-scale projects.
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Rail infrastructure existed, but has been stripped down.
10 km
— Potential ¢=®

This connection would reconnect the networks of the two countries,
which belonged together in the past, providing an alternative route to
the main tracks of the “Rail Baltica”.
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No cross-border railway service.
20 km

— Potential ¢=*

The gap closure would provide the only cross-border railway link
between Belgium and France stretching over 200 km. It is supported
by the public and the region of Champagne-Ardenne.

©

France Belgium
£\

@, OmQ O0—==0
Gy, 9, % p Oss. 7

s "/fefq e, g R
— Missing link 3¢ Lenght @me@

Rail infrastructure exists, but since 1992 there have

only been bus services. 18 km
— Potential ¢=®

The regions on both sides of the border are densely populated and
highly developed. The potential for rail freight and passenger services
is enormous.
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Five major projects and their efficient alternatives
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The railway connection has been shut down, stripped
down and replaced by bus services. 23 km
— Potential ¢=*

People on both sides of the border are campaigning for the recovery
of a railway track between their regions.
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Railway infrastructure has been stripped down on
a length of 6 km. 6 km
— Potential ¢=®
This gap closure would restore an old connection across the former Iron
Curtain and could connect the rail services on both sides of the border.
A recovery has been discussed, but it was postponed due to financial
reasons. It was announced that the services may be resumed in
December 2015.
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Rail infrastructure exists, but services have been
abandoned. 4 km
— Potential ¢=*

The track has been out of service since rail freight services were
abandoned in 1996. The resumption of services has been announced

for December 2015. B
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Tracks have been partially removed on the German

side of the border. 20 km
— Potential ¢=®

Thanks to the voluntary liztalbahn Ltd., there has been public transport
again since 2010. The successful “Danube-Moldova-Concept” is bridging
the 20 km gap up to the Bohemian railway network.
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The bridge across the Rhine was destroyed and never
rebuilt. 1 km

L Potential ¢=®

German troops destroyed the bridge across the Rhine between
Freiburg and Colmar during the last days of WW II. It has never been
rebuilt, so nowadays cars are stuck in traffic between the two cities.
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The existing infrastructure needs to be overhauled.

61 km

— Potential ¢=®

An accident damaged a bridge in 1970, which has never been restored.
The restoration of the bridge at the Col du Somport would create an
alternative route to the congested roads along the coastline. Further-
more, it would decrease dangerous truck traffic on the alpine roads.

The region of Aquitaine has started with the overhaul.
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The rail infrastructure has been stripped down on
a length of 4 km. 4 km
— Potential ¢=*
The closure of the 4 km gap would create a better connection between
the two capitals Vienna and Bratislava. Furthermore, the gap closure
would be quite beneficial for the suburban train system in Bratislava. I
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The rail infrastructure between Waldkirchen, Fratres
and Slavonice has been removed. 9 km
— Potential ¢=®

The connection was cut in 1945 due to increasing political tension
between the states. Since the end of the Cold War, there are contentious
political debates on the renewal of the Thayatal railway in this touristic

region. A very active citizens’ group is campaigning for the closure of
the gap on both sides of the border.

The Greens | EFA

in the European Parliament
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This connection has not been operated since 1918.
60 km

— Potential ¢=*
Today, the journey takes four hours for only 60 km. A reactivation of
the tracks would decrease travel time by 75 % and connect the second-
biggest city in western Romania with the neighbouring regions in

Hungary and cities like Budapest. @
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The rail infrastructure has been partly stripped down.
7 km

— Potential ¢=®

The missing link could be re-connected at a low cost. It would speed
up the integration of the border triangle between Croatia, Slovenia
and Hungary.
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The rail networks are not connected across the border.
3 km

— Potential ¢=*

Only freight traffic is running on the cross-border part of the connection.
The passenger services stop right in front of the border in both countries.
Connecting these two services would finally create a second rail connec-

tion between Italy and Slovenia. @
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The lifting bridge across the Szczecin Lagoon has been |
damaged, the infrastructure has been partly stripped down. 43 km
— Potential ¢=® I

Not only could the renewal of the connection between Ducherow
and Swinoujscie increase the importance of cross-border tourism,
but it would also reduce travel time to Berlin by half. A local group is

advocating for the gap closure. @

Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link Expansion of the Via Baltica (building halt) Highway crossing Antwerp Brenner Base Tunnel

Turin-Lyon high-speed railway (including Base Tunnel)
o= = @ ==m

= 2012: ca. 5.5 billion Euros
@® Major projects:

VAR  2006: ca. 457 million Euros II.\

A 2009: stopped

2000: ca. 600 million Euros II.\

2010: ca. 3 billion Euros

2002: ca. 12 billion Euros Il.\

2012: ca. 8 billion Euros 2012: ca. 26 billion Euros

2008: ca. 4.3 billion Euros Il.\ 2002: ca. 4.5 billion Euros Il.\
A A

The existing ferry connections are more than sufficient and

Enduring civil protests have caused the European Commission According to a referendum held in 2009, a majority of the An alternative would be the usage of the existing railroad Instead of constructing Europe’s longest railway tunnel
/ are able to smoothly adapt to changing traffic volume. The ferry to sue the Polish government in order to stop the construction voters were opposed to the construction of a highway crossing between Austria and Italy (law of the shortest distance) (spanning over 50 km), we must upgrade the existing connec-
o o 0 companies are also planning to upgrade their fleets in order of a highway crossing an EU-Conservation Area. The alternative Antwerp. An alternative could be a bypass leading the long- as well as the capacity of the railway tunnels in Switzerland tions, strengthen the multimodal traffic and introduce an appro-
\ I to solely use ,zero-emission-ferries". to the,Via Baltica” is the ,Rail Baltica” distance travel along the harbour outside of the city. and the Tauern Pass. priate truck toll.
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